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Reading the Movies – 1st Semester 2015-16
Mr. Hussey, Rm. 26

HHS English Department

Classroom # 406.324.2304  
E-mail rhussey@helenaschools.org 
Teacher Web page - http://hhs.helenaschools.org/teachers/rhussey/ 
Welcome to Reading the Movies!  This elective is designed to sharpen your viewing and critical thinking skills.  The course will examine film chronology, genre and directorial style along with some film terminology.  Students will view approximately 20+ films and will be required to write film critiques that look at all aspects of the film industry, as well as demonstrate in class “live” critiques. Historically class has attended a theatrical field trip. 
We will study different genres of film and discover what makes each genre unique.  This class will be highly driven by discussion, so participation is essential.  I want to hear your opinions about these movies and why they are or they are not worthy films.  

Bengal Expectations – 

· Be Respectful; your view point is not the only one and everyone is encouraged to share their opinions and views in a safe and secure environment, without fear of ridicule.

· Be Responsible; show up to class prepared and on time. Electronic devices will be put away during class.
· Be Involved; Participate, viewing and discussing films is the norm with a focus on meaning, symbols, themes, directorial style, acting, format, setting, time periods, special effects, and CGI are the general expectations of every student, be prepared to participate daily.
· Be a Graduate; although Reading the Movies is an elective you are all expected to put forth your best effort in all aspects of education – we will participate in community events and your actions/behavior are a direct reflection of you and our school. 

Genres & films studied are subject to change. The following is a list of genres and films that we may or may not view during the course of the semester. We will not watch all movies listed, however they are the potential ‘watch list’ that can and will be supplemented by recommendations from you (so start thinking of a MUST SEE movie and WHY).  

Genres include but are not limited to Action/Adventure, Animation, Biography, Comedy, Crime, Documentary, Drama, Epic, Fantasy, Historical, Horror, Musical, Science Fiction, War, & Western films.
Examples of the films we may watch are:
Action/Adventure – James Bond franchise, Avengers, Lethal Weapon, Grosse Point Blank, The Last Samurai, Sherlock Holmes, Limitless, The Count of Monte Cristo, The Italian Job, A Knights Tale, 
Animation Spirited Away, Dark Crystal, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, The Incredibles, Iron Giant, Corpse Bride, Wallace & Gromit, Princess Mononoke, etc…
Biography W., Aviator, A Beautiful Mind, Into the Wild, Ray, Finding Neverland, The Fighter, Moneyball, Raging Bull, Remember the Titans, Miracle, 8 Seconds, 42, The Pianist, American Gangster, Cinderella Man, Tucker, etc…
Comedy Some Like it Hot, Blazing Saddles, Planes, Trains, and Automobiles,  Groundhog Day, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Monty Python and the Holy Grail, 

Crime Untouchables, The Usual Suspects, 21, Catch Me if You Can, Godfather, Goodfellas, Reservoir Dogs, The Italian Job, Heat, The Silence of the Lambs, Snatch, Se7en, The Thomas Crown Affair, etc…
Documentary Murderball, Everything or Nothing: the Untold Story of 007, Man on Wire, Butte America, Blue Planet, That’s Entertainment, Fahrenheit 9/11, 
Drama Crash, Forest Gump, Shawshank Redemption, Million Dollar Baby, Remember Me, Warrior, Pay it Forward, Gran Torino, Fight Club, 12 Angry Men, Finding Forrester, Good Will Hunting, Dead Poets Society, etc…
Epic / Historical Braveheart, Schindler’s List, Gladiator, Gone with Wind, Doctor Zhivago, Citizen Kane, 300, Hotel Rwanda, The Great Escape, Spartacus, Ben Hur, Shawshank Redemption, Independence Day, The Patriot, etc…
Fantasy The Princess Bride, Willow, Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory, Legend, Labyrinth, etc…
Horror Cabin in the Woods, The Thing, Shawn of the Dead, Dead Alive, Dracula, The Terror, Sleepy Hollow, Nosferatu, etc…
Musical Dr. Horrible's Sing-a-long Blog, Moulin Rouge, Wizard of OZ, Grease, Oklahoma, Mama Mia, Cannibal the Musical, Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street, etc…
Science Fiction The Abyss, The Matrix, Forbidden Planet, A Clockwork Orange, Bladerunner, Donnie Darko, Gattaca, Star Trek (new or old), Star Wars, etc…
War Harts War, Patton, Platoon, Saving Private Ryan, Full Metal Jacket, Band of Brothers, Jarhead, We Were Soldiers, Thin Red Line, Apocalypse Now, Thin Red Line, etc…
Western Tombstone, Shane, Silverado, The Magnificent Seven, Unforgiven, The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly, 3:10 to Yuma, High Noon, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, etc…
Randy E. Hussey

Helena High School

1300 Billings Ave.

Helena, MT 59601

August 26, 2015

Re. Consent Form & Signatures

Dear Parent / Guardian,

Your son or daughter has enrolled in Reading the Movies, an elective film course that will examine film chronology, genre, and directorial style along with film terminology.  Students will view approximately 20+ films; we will study different genres of film and discover what makes each genre unique.  Some movies have an R rating and it is my policy to make certain parents/guardians are aware of the class dynamic before viewing films with a restricted rating. 
Reading the Movies is highly driven by discussion, so participation is essential.  

I am requiring students and their parent/guardian to sign and return this letter to me by Friday, September 4th, 2015. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me directly at school 406.324.2304 or via e-mail rhussey@helenaschools.org.

Thank you,

Randy E. Hussey

HHS English Department

Please sign here & return to Mr. Hussey by Friday, September 4th, 2015
Parent/Guardian Printed Name ___________________________ 

Signature ____________________________________________

Student Printed Name __________________________________ 

Signature ____________________________________________

