%lish II: Helena High School
Jenna Ok
jclark@helenaschools.org

2026 -2027

|3

ii;v'v,,uﬂ;- ';&ﬂ"ﬁi P RREYE O s R s R o ; PR e s

%&W
English Il is a year-long céurse that builds on foundational literacy skills with an emphasis on

analytical thinking, effective communication, and academic writing. Students will deepen their
understanding of argument writing by embedding and analyzing textual evidence,
synthesizing information across texts, and developing strong claims. The course includes
focused instruction on research skills, MLA formatting, and the structure of academic essays.
Students will also explore and evaluate persuasive techniques through the analysis and
creation of persuasive speeches. Through a variety of texts and assignments, students will
strengthen their ability to read, write, and speak with clarity and purpose.

Weekly agendas and communication will post to my teacher
page on the Helena High School web site. | will also communicate
with students through the English Teams page.
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1. Practice Assignments (10%) can N e rff\icus Fin® gbird)
These assignments are designed to help students build skills Atll a Ockm
through repetition and guided support. Practice tasks may (To KI
include daily warm-ups, reading logs, vocabulary exercises, or
skill drills. They are low-stakes opportunities for students to try,
make mistakes, and receive feedback without a major impact on ‘3”?\, ﬂ
;c’\t’ws:;(-grade. Practice assignments are not accepted as late .v‘: Grading Secale
2. Formative Assignments (30%) - J00% - 90% = A
Formative assessments are checkpoints that measure progress and understanding ¢ 89% - 80% = B
as students learn. These assignments include quizzes, graphic organizers, reading 9% - 70% = C
responses, or drafts. They help both students and teachers identify areas of >
growth and adjust instruction accordingly. *Accepted 3 schools after the date 69% - 60% = D
posted in PowerSchool i 59% - 0% = F

3. Summative Assignments (60%)

Summative assessments evaluate student learning at the end of a unit or major Semester Total

instructional period. These may include final projects, essays, tests, or 4 Points: 90%

presentations. They demonstrate mastery of the material and carry the most o Semester Final: 10%

weight in determining the final grade. *Accepted 5 schools after the date posted % o7

in PowerSchool as long as formative assignments were submitted and graded. ' 3 ,3
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Classroom & Bengal Expectations

Students are expected to follow classroom rules and procedures as well as school-wide policies for behavior.

Honor the opinions and beliefs of others.
Treat the classroom and its contents with care.

NO PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICE/ EARBUD USAGE DURING INSTRUCTIONAL TIME.
Food and drink (other than water with a lid) is not permitted in the classroom.

Hoods are not permitted to be worn up in the classroom.

Absences: It is YOUR responsibility to see me about makeup work.

Late Work: Pay attention to due dates and cutoff dates for Formative and Summative work.
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Year-Long Focus:

What does it mean to be a good person?

Purpose-Driven Reading, Writing, and Speaking

Cotse Conlernle

Unit 1: Why Do People Do Bad Things?
¢ Anchor Text: Lord of the Flies (William Golding)
» Skills Focus: Analyzing character motivation,
moral dilemmas, and societal breakdown
e Summative Task: Argument Essay

Unit 2: What Are the Benefits and Harms of
Conformity?

e Anchor Text: The Wave (Todd Strasser)

» Skills Focus: Analyzing theme, making
concessions and counterclaims, ethical
reasoning

« Summative Task: Concession Essay

Unit 3: What Does It Mean to Be Brave?
* Anchor Text: Independent Research
(biographies & articles)
¢ Skills Focus: Research skills, source evaluation,
multimedia presentation
¢ Summative Task: Research and Present a Brave
Individual

iscipline
"Strength Through Discipline,
Strength Through Communlllty,
Strength Through Action
(The Wave)

This is my I6th year teaching at Helena %
High School. I have worked with English II
classes for 9 of those years. I love
teaching Shakespeare and learning about
people and history through stories.

In my personal life, I am “Mom” to my two children, who are
students at Broadwater Elementary. I also have three dogs,
two cats, and eleven chickens at home. In my spare time
(which is precious and rare) I enjoy gardening, baking,
crochet, watching movies, and listening to podcasts about
history, true crime, or ghost stories.

Unit 4: When Should People Rebel Against the
Values of Society?
e Anchor Text: / Must Betray You (Ruta Sepetys)
o Skills Focus: Analyzing historical fiction,
connecting themes to real-world resistance
« Summative Task: Mini Synthesis Project

Unit 5: Why Is It Important to Question
Assumptions and Seek Multiple Perspectives?
¢ Anchor Text: 7o Kill @ Mockingbird (Harper Lee)
» Skills Focus: Perspective, justice, synthesis of
ideas across texts
e Summative Task: Synthesis Essay

Unit 6: How Do People Use Their Voices to Effect
Change?

e Anchor Texts: “Letter from Birmingham Jail”
(Martin Luther King Jr.) & Julius Caesar (William
Shakespeare)

o Skills Focus: Rhetorical strategies, persuasive
speech, appeals, tone

¢ Summative Task: Rhetorical Analysis &
Persuasive Speech




