Esperanza         by      Carol Gaab            (Published by TPRS Publishing, Chandler, AZ, 2011 )

	Approved for use in Spanish 3


	Summary of the Work:

Esperanza is based on the chilling true story of a young family caught in the middle of political corruptions and unspeakable violence during Guatemala’s 36 year civil war. Specifically, the novel takes place in the late 1980s/early 1990s. Tired of watching city workers endure countless human and civil rights violations- Alberto organizes a union. When he and his co-workers organize a strike- Alberto and his family find themselves on the government’s extermination list. The violent situation leaves Alberto separated from his family and forces them all to flee for their lives. This is the story of their journey and the struggles they face in trying to immigrate to the United States.
	Rationale:  

This book supports our Spanish curriculum in terms of cultural exploration, new language acquisition, and appropriate grammar acquisition. There are few books made for lower – intermediate level Spanish language learners that fluidly combine culture with language acquisition, while also including vast resources to support extension projects. Esperanza accomplishes all of this.


	Professional Reviews and/or Critical Essays:
Reviews by other teachers who use Esperanza:

1. “I read this book with my Spanish 2 class this year. It was the first year I have read this book with any of my classes. I liked the story and how the illegal immigration issue is depicted non-politically. I felt like my students could appreciate the story and empathize with the family's choices without feeling like they had to make a judgment about their decisions.” -Spanish teacher via Goodreads.com
	Noted Distinction:

Readability      
· Readability Level: This novel fits for novice-low to intermediate-low Spanish speakers, with 6,500 total words and a 200 word vocabulary.
Learning Resources Guidelines
· The novel meets the Learning Resources Guidelines.
Standard Alignment: https://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=bP9gccE0Tt0%3d&portalid=182
Approval:

Submitted to Committee:

Approved for Adoption: 

	Notes on the Text:
In addition to supporting curriculum and state standards, this text is used in Spanish 3 to support and promote literacy skills. Throughout the text, we discuss various themes and students use textual evidence to support various themes they assign to different chapters as well as the book in its totality.

	Connection to the Curriculum:

This book supports our Spanish curriculum in two ways. First, it offers a platform from which to explore the cultural differences and similarities between communities in Guatemala and communities in Montana/the U.S. Additionally, the novel is written specifically for Spanish language learners, using high-frequency vocabulary and a mix of present, past, and imperfect tenses. These tenses are the next grammatic step in Spanish 3 language acquisition. 

Unit Objectives:

1. (Culture/literacy skills) Students will be able to discuss analyze essential questions about history and cultural by citing textual evidence from the book.

2. Students will be able to create original essays using the past tense and differentiate between the two past tense structures – present and imperfect.


	Additional Connections:
(AP, Honors, Essential/Applied, Dramas, Films, etc.)

Information above.



