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Course Syllabus 
Mr. McKissick
Room 18
jmckissick@helenaschools.org
Phone: (406) 324-2269


Course Description: This class is designed to provide knowledge and understanding of social, political, economic, and environmental events and issues we face as citizens.  The topics should be relevant and applicable to your everyday lives as well as interchangeable with topics being discussed in other classes. Your voice and opinions will be important to your success in this class. 
Classroom Expectations – 
· Be Respectful; your viewpoint is not the only one and everyone is encouraged to share their opinions and views in a safe and secure environment, without fear of ridicule. We all benefit from those around us.
· Be Responsible; show up to class prepared and on time. You are accountable and answerable for your behavior. Class begins when the bell rings. 
· Be Involved; contribute each day! Participation means discussion is not only the norm but expected. Work together to achieve goals.
· Be a Graduate; you are expected to put forth your best effort in all aspects of education – you are part of this class and your actions/behavior are a direct reflection of me, your school, and most importantly YOU!


Popular topics include: 
Problems in Education
Race/Racism
Environment/Climate change
Prisons/ capital punishment
Current forms of Slavery 
Gender/Sexual Identify
* Topics are determined by the class. 

Grading
I grade based off total points for each semester. Any other questions about HHS grading policy see page 43 in the Student/Parent Handbook. 
Grading Criteria 
*There will be daily, weekly, and quarterly work both in class and at home.
*Most homework and class work is designed through level questioning based on Bloom’s Taxonomy and Common Core *Expectations. (Standards that will be adopted in all Montana classrooms)
*Classroom participation is expected and will be graded, especially in debates, group work, discussion and lectures.  
*Be prepared to have your peers review your work.


Course Textbook: Knox, Mooney, and Schacht. Understanding Social Problems. Stamford, CT: Cengage Learning, 2015.

Office365:
The district has purchased Office365 for each student. This allows them to download the Microsoft Office programs on several of their own devices and provides them with an email account.
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