Salisbury—English II

Peer and Self-Edit Form
Writer ____________________________________    Editor ____________________________________    

Assignment ______________________________________________________________________________

BE thorough and offer thoughtful suggestions.  This form of questioning illustrates how I go about editing my own writing and what I look for in students’ academic writing.  Familiarize yourself with the language of the rubric.  There are terms within rubric that may help when offering editorial suggestions.
Introduction Paragraph and Thesis
1. Is the introduction short and concise? Brainstorm some possible ideas that could be used in the introduction. 
2. Is there a clear and focused thesis based on the prompt? Is the key vocabulary from the prompt consistent throughout the paper?
Body Paragraphs and Analysis
3. Is each body paragraph introduced by a clear topic sentence? If not, offer suggestions.
4. Is the evidence relevant, well-explained, developed, integrated and substantial enough to actually support the points being made?  If not, give suggestions to the author.
5. Does the writer use thoughtful analysis to show how their evidence supports their argument?
6. Is there a clear concluding sentence for the paragraph?

Concluding Paragraph(s)
7. Does the conclusion use some of the key terms from his/her’s thesis?  *Could the conclusion work as the intro.?
8. Is the conclusion short and concise?
General Comments
9. Is the pacing well-controlled?  Does the writer elaborate when needed? 
10. Does the writer use an appropriate tone and distinctive voice?  *Mark the use of the second person YOU.

SUGGESTIONS / Peer reviewer only…

11. What did the writer do particularly well?

12. What part(s) of the paper is(are) the most difficult to understand? Why?

13. Identify two or more general things the writer can do to improve the argument that they are making.

Finally, use the rubric below to give the paper a grade for each section.

	Percentage
	Holistic Grade
	Description

	98-96
	9
	The writers of these well-constructed essays completely answer the question using evidence and explaining the relevance of the evidence.  With a convincing thesis, the write demonstrates a clear understanding of the task and the piece.  Although not without flaws, these essays reflect the writer’s ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing to provide a keen analysis of the text. 

	94-90
	8
	

	88-86
	7
	Developing a sound thesis, these writers answer all parts of the question.  These essays may not be entirely responsive to the underlying meanings, but they provide specific examples and meaningful evidence.  The analysis is less persuasive and somewhat less sophisticated than 8 & 9 essays.  They seem less insightful, or discussion is more limited.  Nonetheless, they confirm the writer’s ability to read the non-fiction text for rhetorical influence and effect.

	84-80
	6
	

	78-75
	5
	These essays construct a reasonable thesis.  They discuss the work without serious errors but the analysis is often superficial.   The writer may be vague and demonstrate insufficient development.  Typically, these essays reveal simplistic thinking.  May include misinterpretations of particular references or illustrations which distract from the overall effect.  The writer also exhibits some lack of control over the elements of composition.

	74-70
	4
	These essays attempt to discuss the part of the question.  The discussion, however, is undeveloped or inaccurate. These writers may misread the passage in an essential way or rely on paraphrase.  Illustrations and examples tend to be misconstrued, inexact, or omitted altogether.  The writing may be sufficient to convey ideas, but typically characterized by weak diction, syntax, grammar, or organization.  Essays scored a 3 are even less able, may not refer to technique at all, and will exhibit even more misinterpretation, inadequate development, or serious omissions.

	68-64
	3
	

	60
	2
	These essays fail to respond adequately to the question.  They may demonstrate confused thinking and/or weaknesses in grammar or other basic elements of composition.  Mechanical errors may be distracting.  They are often unacceptably brief.  Although the writer may have made some attempt to answer the question, the views presented have little clarity or coherence, and significant problems with reading comprehension are evident.  Essays that are scored 1 are especially inexact or mechanically unsound, and do less to address the topic.

	55
	1
	

	0
	0
	This score is reserved for essays that make no more than a reference to the task, those that are off-topic, and for a blank sheet.
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