American Studies I
1. What are the upcoming topics and objectives for the next month? 
Continuation of Unit 3 – “What does it mean to be an American?”.  This Unit will focus on the ways the young republic changed and evolved as Americans built their unique identity. We are now starting to encounter the values of Manifest Destiny that inspired and influenced Westward expansion and the various groups who moved Westward as a result in the early 1800s. We will discuss the territory incorporated through sometimes contentious strategies. We will then move onto the 1st Industrial Revolution and the immense changes it brought to the economy, slavery’s growth, and the individual American relationship with work and access to goods. Lastly, we will begin addressing how the 2nd Great Awakening’s religious revival led to larger reassessments of the individual’s and government’s role in reforming social ills, like poverty and women’s rights. We will then connect these constantly debated topics to modern parallels.  
 2. What major tests, assignments, or projects are due over the next month?
Semester Test! Which will focus on the (1) perfection of an individual Annotation strategy, (2) reading a complex primary source text to extract essential ideas & (3) infer vocabulary and pull (4) specific evidence & (5) articulate strong analysis to (6) link to an overall thesis.  
Students should expect a formative check Quiz on the process of historical analysis and the conclusion -> Thesis building process over Industrialization’s impacts and on the rise of slavery. 
3. How can parents engage with their child at home on what they are learning in class? 
Students will be discussing the modern American identity, the methods/ideology behind Westward expansion, the changes associated with Industrialization and the role of government on addressing social issues during the Reform Era. So, discuss the following with your student: 
Westward Expansion – How did American grow? Think where, conflicts, different groups, policy/actions, and ideologies.  
Industrialization – What was life like before Industrialization? What about after in terms of the overall economy, one’s relationship with work, access to goods, and the prevalence of slavery? 
Reform Era – What is the role of government and the individual on addressing social ills like poverty, inequality, and drug use? Are these issues resolved in modern society, or have they evolved? How so? 

AP Psychology 
1. What are the upcoming topics and objectives for the next month? 
We will be in Unit 3: Development and Learning until mid-February.  Development and learning are about growth and change. The domains of development and learning encountered in Unit 3 give students opportunities to understand how biological, cognitive, and environmental factors – studied in Units 1 and 2 – come together to influence growth throughout the lifespan. While the most noticeable and dramatic growth and development stage occurs from birth to roughly 18 years of age, people continue to grow and develop throughout their lives. Though some aspects of an individual person, such as personality or eye color, remain relatively stable throughout life, other aspects, such as memory retention or sensory acuity, can fluctuate with age. People experience formal and informal learning throughout a significant portion of their lives. Classical conditioning and operant conditioning are two fundamental forms of learning that have been studied extensively for over 100 years. The advent of computers in the mid-20th century brought about new theories and methods for examining learning, and today, artificial intelligence models continue to unlock ways we can better understand how people learn. (AP Psychology Course and Exam Description) 

2. What major tests or projects do students need to prepare for? Semester tests? 

The Semester Project will be introduced on January 6 and will be due on January 20.  

The deadline for missing Quarter 2 work is 3:15, Friday, January 17. 

3. How can parents engage at home with their student on what they are learning in your class? 
· Check on student’s progress on the Semester Project.  
· Encourage observation of how development occurs in people of different ages, such as a younger sibling learning to walk or an older relative adapting to new technology. Parents can guide discussions on how biological, cognitive, and environmental factors play a role in these developmental processes 
1. Set up a simple experiment at home to demonstrate classical or operant conditioning. For example, parents could create a reward system for completing a small task (operant conditioning) or play a game that involves associating a stimulus with a response (classical conditioning). Reflect on how these learning styles shape behavior in everyday life 


American Studies 2 
 
1. What are the upcoming topics or units that you will be covering in class this month/wrapping up the semester? 

We will be finishing up Unit 4: When is Intervention Interference by January 16 then will start Unit 5. The compelling question for this unit is “Who creates and resists change?”. The main topics in this unit include: 
· Supporting Question 1: What were the goals and tactics of the Civil Rights Movement? 
· Supporting Question 2: Is protest patriotic? 
· Supporting Question 3: How does the government respond to social pressure to change? 
· Supporting Question 4: What was the conservative response to change? 

2. What major tests or projects do students need to prepare for? Semester tests? 

· January 9: CIA intervention Gallery Walk
· January 15 and 16: Unit 4 Test and Quiz
· In lieu of a semester test, we will continue our analysis of the Case Study “Martin Luther King and the Struggle for Black Voting Rights”.  

3. How can parents engage at home with their student on what they are learning in your class? 
· Discuss the similarities and differences between contemporary social reform movements and the movement of the 1960’s and 1970’s.  
· Discuss modern and historical activists and whether they were patriotic.  
· Watch a film or documentary about the Civil Rights Movement and discuss the historical accuracy of the film.  

