Why bother memorizing math facts?
Here are the individual operations for one multiplication problem, broken down for you to see:
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The 20 sub-problems you have to complete (each correctly) to find the solution:
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Why bother memorizing math facts?

Here are the individual operations for one division problem, broken down for you to see:
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The 28 sub-problems you have to complete (each correctly) to find the solution:
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If you make a mistake on any one of these sub-problems, you will not get the correct answer.  If you do not have your math facts memorized, you have to think about each problem and do those calculations.  The longer it takes you to figure out each sub-problem, the more likely it is that you will make a mistake and not find the final solution to the larger problem.
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