Spanish I, HHS
Sra. Owen

Class Information

Goals of Spanish I:  
Students will acquire a strong beginning ability* to speak, understand, read and write on familiar, every-day topics in Spanish. They will explore cultural practices and perspectives from the Spanish-speaking world, with emphasis on Mexico. Students will build a solid foundation for further study of the language. Successful Spanish I students earn high school credit and enroll in Spanish II as freshmen. *Novice Mid or higher, ACTFL guidelines
It is the goal of the Helena High School Spanish department that students continue their study of language through the five-year program, acquiring a high level of language proficiency and a broad understanding of culture and what it means to be a global citizen. Students will have opportunities to earn college credit through AP Spanish and add a Seal of Bilteracy to their diploma, making them more attractive to future employers and colleges.
Materials:  

1. Composition notebook just for Spanish
2. A sturdy folder just for Spanish or a section in a binder
3. General supplies (filler paper, writing utensil, etc.)



HHS Universals:

1) Be Responsible -- Come prepared, do your work, catch up when you are absent.
2) Be Respectful -- My classroom will be a safe place to make mistakes and be yourself.

3) Be Involved
4) Be a Graduate
My Everyday Expectations of You:

1. You will use class time to learn Spanish.

2. You will spend a reasonable amount of time outside of class reviewing, practicing, or getting help when needed.
3. You will take responsibility for making up work when you are absent.



Consequences:  

Redirection, verbal warnings, seat changes, notes or phone calls home, classroom service, visit to office.
Grading
HHS World Language Department uses Proficiency-Based Grading. Instead of typical grading categories like homework, projects, quizzes and tests, language proficiency will be evaluated in the four language skills: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening.  Students’ grades will reflect what they are able to do in their 2nd language. Proficiency will be measured often, through in-class work, projects, and unit assessments. 
Quarters 1-3 will be calculated by category weights:

25%  Listening                     25%  Reading              25%  Writing                        20%  Speaking 

5%    Class work (cultural projects, practice, and keeping up with your notebook) 

Quarter 4 
20%  Listening                     20%  Reading              20%  Writing                        20%  Speaking 

20% Grammar and class work

Semester tests will count as 20% of your semester grades. 
1. Cheating and copying will result in a zero for both those who knowingly supply answers and those who present work that is not their own. 

2. Absent work may be turned in within one week after the absence. Find absent work through the TEAMS Make Up tab or ask me.  Make up work is the responsibility of the student.
3. When your grade is lower than you’d like:
i. Get help.  I’m available after school or at lunch almost every day. 
ii. Re-take/Fix up tests and other work.  Come in for help and improve your grades. Please do this within one week of the assignment/assessment. 
Retakes—“Supported” retake for a 72% “Free” retake for up to 100% -one time only

iii. Extra credit?  This will not be a factor in your grade. Participate, pay attention in class, review on your own, and get help to raise grades.
WHAT IS TPRS?!!!

TPRS (teaching proficiency through reading and storytelling) teaches language by tapping your pre-existing ability to learn language through listening (like small children do) rather than studying complex grammar rules.  It has an amazing track record and many teachers across the country love teaching this way. You can expect less homework and fewer hours studying, but a greater level of fluency (ability to speak and write with ease).  Attendance will be more important to your success than in a traditional language class.   

STORYTELLING RULES ARE SIMPLE:  Listen & Understand

Show me you are listening by looking attentive and answering promptly when called on.  Show me you understand by giving me verbal feedback (“oh!” and correct answers to questions) or stopping me (hand up) when I go too fast or you don’t understand.

Spanish I Units:

	¡Mucho gusto!
	Students can communicate basic information, including name, age, birthday, origin, and some favorites (color, sport, etc.).

	¿Qué te gusta hacer? 
	Students communicate likes and dislikes, focusing on activities.

	¿Cómo eres? ¿Qué te hace único? 
	Students learn to describe themselves and others, including what makes them unique. May use excerpts from the Disney movie Encanto (rated G). 

	¿Qué clase tienes?
	Students learn to communicate about schedules and classes. 

	Comida
	Students describe their usual eating patterns and their likes and dislikes regarding food. 

	Planes e invitaciones
	Students can extend, accept, or decline invitations, including giving explanations or excuses when appropriate. 

	Gramática básica
	Students consolidate grammar knowledge, including regular and some irregular verb forms, adjective agreement, and special verb formations (gustar, tener que, ir a).

	Cultura
	Students learn about the role of Spanish in the world, about cultural practices and perspectives, with emphasis on Mexico. Resources include a video from Teacher’s Discovery on Christmas celebrations in Mexico. 

	Pobre Ana
	Students practice reading strategies in their second language using the novella Pobre Ana by Blaine Ray. 


How to head your papers:
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All other info. is optional





DO





Be in your seat when the bells ring.


Bring your cuaderno every day.


Participate in classroom activities.


Raise hands to ask questions.


Follow school rules.


	





DON’T





Make or have distractions.


Interrupt when others are speaking.


Let yourself fall behind (make work up, speak up and get help when you need it).








