Course Overview and Syllabus
CHS/ HHS Deutsch I

Instructor: Frau Bizz Browning
Telephone: 406-324-2579 (CHS) 
Room: 10 HHS, B3 CHS
E-mail: ebrowning@helenaschools.org

Course Objectives: This is an introduction course to the German language and culture.  Students will learn vocabulary and grammar structures that will allow them to communicate through speech and written language. Students will develop their listening and reading skills in this second language. Students will also gain an introductory overview of German holidays, traditions, and important historical events. 

Language Learning Goals Based on 5 “C”s:
1. Communicate effectively in a language other than English.
2. Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.
3. Connect with the other disciplines.
4. Develop insight into the nature of language and culture.
5. Participate in multilingual communities at home and around the world.


Goal/Content Overview (subject to change depending on time).* 
1
Begrüßung
	   I can say hello and goodbye
	   I can exchange pleasantries
	   I can spell my name
	   I can give basic facts about myself

Freizeit/Hobbys
	   I can describe my hobbies 
	   I can ask about other’s interests
	   I can express my opinions on different activities

Die Schule/Zeit
	  I can count in German
	  I can describe my school schedule
	  I can read an analog clock
	  I can describe a German school schedule
	  I can compare the German and American school systems in German
	  I can describe common German school traditions

Familie und Freunde 
	  I can describe how I and others look
	  I can describe members of my family
	  I can describe my friends 
	  I can describe what a good friend is like
	  I can apologize to my friends
Essen und Getränke
	 I can express preference for food and drink
	  I can order food in a restaurant 

Feiertage/ Feste
	  I can describe important holidays and festivals which are popular in German speaking countries

Grammatik:
	  I can identify and differentiate the parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, verbs, prepositional phrases, conjunctions, etc) in German.
	  I can identify direct objects in German.
	  I can write and read simple sentences in present tense. 
	  I can write modal sentences. 

Kalender/ Wetter:
	 I can describe the weather
	 I can compare different seasons
	 I can give a short weather report
	 I can say the day, month, and year

Geschichte
	 I can explain the context and enduring impact of the Cold War and the Holocaust. 
Materials:
· Writing utensil 
· Notebook or binder with loose-leaf paper
· Folder or binder to hold German notes/handouts
· School Chromebook
· Textbook/ readers (Mosaik and various class readers) will be kept in the classroom.

Classroom Expectations:   
Be Responsible! – Sei verantwortlich!
· Be Prepared. Have a notebook, folder, and writing utensil. Come with an open and ready mind.   
· Be on Time! Germans are very punctual. In that spirit, we will also be on time. 
· Follow the rules. Follow all the rules regarding attendance, makeup work, cell phones, academic integrity (translation sites), etc. Do not use online translators to translate phrases, whole sentences, or paragraphs. If any evidence of online translator use is present in an assignment, you will be required to redo the assignment or you will take a “0.”
· Communicate. If you experience any difficulties or need any extra support, please let me know. 

Be Respectful! – Sei respektvoll!
· Be courteous to your neighbor. Dedicate time each day to make others feel welcome. Greet others and say goodbye.   
· Have a positive attitude. Your attitude is powerful, be open to new interactive activities and ideas and be supportive of others. 
· Maintain a clean environment and take care of our supplies. 

Be Involved! – Sei beteiligt!
· Participate. What you put into this class is what you will get out of it. The more you put yourself out there- practicing speech, writing, reading- the more fun you will have and the more you will learn. Earbuds/ headphones/ unauthorized tech use will result in a 0 for the day’s work. You can’t participate if you can’t hear or know what is going on. 

Be a Graduate! – Sei einer Schulabgänger!
· Be aware. There is a greater world around Montana. The skills you learn here are skills that will be helpful anywhere you go. 

Class Procedures: 
Seats: Every student will have an assigned seat. New seating charts will appear every week (unless there is a shortened week or special circumstances). Let me know if you have any concerns. 

Absences: If you know you will be absent, please let me know as soon as possible, preferably via email or TEAMS.  It is your responsibility to arrange a time to meet with me for extra help or to make up a quiz or test. You will have a week to make up daily material, quizzes, or tests. 
Homework:  
We will not typically have homework in German class. However, in exchange for this, it is expected that everyone stays engaged and participates daily during our 50 minutes of class time. Participation will be marked daily, culminating in a weekly grade. Remember, your proficiency is measured frequently, and I must see examples of your work each day (including speaking!) to assign you a grade. **REMINDER** Earbuds/ headphones/ unauthorized tech use will result in a F for the day’s work. You can’t participate if you can’t hear/know what is going on. 

Grading: 
You will be graded on proficiency on a weekly basis. Participation and practice directly affect the quality of your proficiency, so students are expected to respond/ volunteer oral German responses at least 10 times per week (at least twice per class period). 

Weekly participation is based on oral responses and daily practice on Daily Tickets. If students are consistently absent, they will need to make up responses at lunch or after school. 

German 1 students will respond with short phrases for first semester, full sentences by second semester. Assessments will occur approximately every two weeks. If students score less than 80%, they are welcome to complete corrections up to 80%. They are due one week after the assessment is returned. 

	Proficiency Level 
	Letter grade 

	Exceeds Expectation - "!" 
	A (90-100%) 

	Meets Expectation - "+" 
	B (80-89%) 

	Approaches Expectation "-/+" 
	C (70-79%) 

	Far below Expectation - "-" 
	D (60-69%)  

	No proficiency observed or demonstrated 
	F (50%) 



Each semester, grades are calculated:  Quarter grades 40% + Quarter grades 40% + Exam: 20%  


