Concert Dates
*This list is not exhaustive. There may be additions or cancellations of performances as the year progresses. In the event that there are changes, I will strive to provide as much advanced notice as possible.
Performance is a large part of this class and participation in concerts is mandatory as it is worth 50% of each student’s grade. The following are a list of required concerts (5 total) as well as extra singing opportunities that are optional. 
Required Concerts: all classes
· Fall Concert: October 7, 7:00 pm, HMS Auditorium
· Winter Concert: December 2, 7:00 pm, HMS Auditorium
· Pre-Festival Concert: March 10, 7:00 pm, HMS Auditorium
· District Festival: April 9-10
· Some groups will have to perform outside of school hours while others will be missing some school time. Please save after school and evening times on both Thursday and Friday. Details will be given in March.
· Spring Concert: May 19, 7:00 pm, HMS Auditorium
*Students must be at the HMS Auditorium by 5:30 for warm-ups and other preparations. Tardiness will affect concert grade.

Specialty Events and Optional Events:
· MMEA All-State Honor Choir: October 15-17, Great Falls, selected students only by audition
· AA Choir Festival: November 10-11, Helena, STARLIGHTERS ONLY, mandatory event
· Jazz Night: January 15, time TBA, HHS Little Theatre, AMBIANCE ONLY, mandatory event
· Dessert Show: date/time TBA, sometime in February or March** 
· District/State Festival
· April 11: solos/small ensembles, Bozeman
· May 2: State Festival for solos/ensembles, Helena

**Optional participation. Not mandatory for students and will not count towards final grade.
Required: Fall Concert, Winter Concert, Pre-Festival Concert, District Festival (large ensemble only), and Spring Concert


Concert Attire
Starlighters:
· Black dress rented from Choir Dept.; black closed-toed shoes
· Maroon dress shirt, black bowtie, and black vest rented from Choir Dept; black dress pants, black closed-toed shoes

Ambiance:
· Black dress rented from Choir Dept.; black closed-toed shoes
· Black dress shirt, black pants, black closed-toed shoes (outfit approved by Mrs. Kohoutek)

Philharmonic:
· Concert black (school dress code will be adhered to)
· Sleeved blouse with black pants or skirt
· Dress with black tights/nylons
· Button up, collared shirt with black pants
· Black, closed-toed shoes, black socks

Extras

Voice/Piano Lessons
There is no better or faster way to improve as a singer and musician than to participate in private lessons.  Choir members are encouraged to take private voice and/or piano lessons.  There are a number of fine teachers in our area.  Private teacher information will be posted in the choir room for students to review. If you would like to take a copy home, please see Mrs. Kohoutek. Contact me with any further questions.


Auditioning for Honor Groups (All-State) 
Making All-State Choir is the greatest honor we have in for our choral students.  When the time comes, announcements will be made in class and more information given. 


District Music Festival 
Music festival takes place in Helena during April.  All students will be required to perform with their ensemble as shown in the “Concert Dates” section of the handbook. However, on Saturday, students have the opportunity to perform solos and small ensembles. This is a great opportunity for students to work on their individual performance or work in a smaller group of students from the choir program. Students who receive a “Superior” rating at this event will have the opportunity to advance to the State Music Festival in May. More information will be available as we get closer to preparing for this event.

*If you have a private voice or piano teacher, please inform them of this event as soon as possible so you can begin to select music and begin practicing.
 

Lettering in Choir
Students have the opportunity to letter in music, just as they do when participating in varsity sports. There are many opportunities for a student to get points toward their lettering including volunteering for fundraising, holding a position in choir club, auditioning for honor choirs, singing the National Anthem, etc. Points accumulate from year to year, but only one letter/bar may be earned in a school year.  Applications need to be filled out throughout the year as I need to sign off on the various events and activities that have been completed. See Mrs. Kohoutek for the lettering form. 



Choir Club
Choir club is a great way to contribute to the choir program outside of your individual ensemble. We meet every Wednesday at lunch and everyone is welcome. Students will also have the opportunity to run for a position on the board (President, VP, Secretary, Class Representative, etc.), however, students may also attend meetings without holding a position. These students work with me on things like fundraising ideas, choir program events, way to enhance our classes, etc. See Mrs. Kohoutek for more information.

Helena High School Theatre Productions 
See Mr. Scruggs for information regarding HHS Theatre Productions. This is a great opportunity to get more stage time, enhance performance skills, work with other performers, and be involved. 


I will alert students of any “Extras” they can participate in as the year progresses. Please reach out for further information or questions.
